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[17 KHMra JOmOMOMKe YUTAYAM Ji3HATHCH PO TpaauIiii Ta
CBATA PI3HNX AHTIOMOBHIX HAPOAIB 1 KpalH Ta 0COOIHMEOCT IX
CBATKYBAHHA.

IHoxani TeKeTH O3HANOMILATL 3 OCHOBHMMY CBATAMHY TUX
kpain — Pigaeso, Benuxneus, lens martepi, [lens CeaToro
BanenTtuua, a a0 3 ocOOIHBIMY CBATAMMU, K1 iHII Kpa-
IH# BEe CBATKYVIOTE: [enb ABcrpaiil i1 [lisani (CBATO BOTHIB),
Henn cearoro Ieopra B8 Anruii, Ilens N'aag ©@oxca (Hiuz Bor-
mun) B 06’enuanomy Kopomniegerei, Hens Cesroro Ilatpika
B CIITA Tomnzo.

Ruura npusaaueHns g VUHIE SAr'aJibHOOCBITHIX i ciie-
HIAMIB0BAHMXY IIKLI, riMHEAZIH, JiHeln, a TAK0M HIMPOKOTo
KOJia YiTauiB, AKI BUBUYAIOTE 8HIIIHCBKY MOBY camMocTiiino.
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BRITISH HOLIDAYS

CHRISTMAS

Of course the most known of all British holidays
iz Christmas, the celebration of the bhirth of Jesus
Christ. The word “Christmas” is derived from the
words “Christ’s Mass”, bhut although Christmas
is undoubtedly a Christian celebration, it is also
lrue to say that it is an unususl combination of
pagan and Christian festivities.

A Christmas tree slands in evervbody’s
living room at Christmas, shining its good
cheer around the room. Sitting on the very top
of the tree is a silver star surrounded by tiny
lights., All the branches are hung with silver
bells, tingel and sparkling lights. Around the



nzze of Lthe lree lie Lhe gilils wrapped up in
oright colourful paper.

Every Christmas British people are sent a huge
fir tree from Norway which stands in Trafalgar
=quare, in the centre of London, shining down on
2.l the people who gather on Christmas Eve,

But why a fir tree? In pro-Christian times
evergreens, trees that remain green throughout
the vear, and not only a fir tree, were worshiped
in Northern Burope as symbols of eternal life.
Mistletoe, hung up as a Christmas decoration, 1s
2z symbaol of love and reconciliation.

MISTLETOE

Mistleloe was considered sacred
ov the people of aneient Britain.
The Druid priests used it
in  their sacrifices to the
zods. It was believed to
nave magical  properties.
People who met under =&
ree bhearing mistletoe were
forbidden to fight, even if
they were enemies, and anvone
who entered a home decorated with
mistleloe was cntitled io sheller and protection.
Mistletoe mav even have been part of Druidic
wedding ceremonies, The Celtic people believed it
nad miraculous healing powers. In fact the name
or mistletoe 1In the Celtic languapes 15 all heal.
Mistletoe could cure diseases, render polsons
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ritten to help voung Catholics learn the tenets
their faith during that period when to bhe
~aught with anything in “writing” indicating

zdherence to the Catholic faith could not only
you imprisoned, but could also get you

1
manged, drawn and quartered! The song’s gifts
zre allegedly hidden meanings Lo the teachings

faith,
QUESTIONS

use to

What evergreens do the British
decorale their homes at Chrisimas? Why?

Where from do British people receive a huge
fir tree which stands in Trafalgar Square in

the centre of London every Christmas?
White Christmas mean? How

3. What does
often does 1t take place 1n Britain?
was mistletoe

properties

magical

4, What
believed to have?

When and why did the English parliament
pass the law that made Chrislmas illegal?

Who initiated 1t?7
6. Who designed his own card first and sent it
to one hundred of his friends? When?
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