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STORY OF THE BANDBOX

Up to the age of sixteen, at a private school and after-
wards at one of those great institutions for which England is justly
famous, Mr. Harry Hartley had received the ordinary education
of a gentleman. At that period, he manifested a remarkable
distaste for study; and his only surviving parent being both weak
and ignorant, he was permitted thenceforward to spend his time
in the attainment of petty and purely elegant accomplishments.
Two years later, he was left an orphan and almost a beggar. For
all active and industrious pursuits, Harry was unfitted alike
by nature and training. He could sing romantic ditties, and
accompany himself with discretion on the piano; he was a graceful
although a timid cavalier; he had a pronounced taste for chess;
and nature had sent him into the world with one of the most
engaging exteriors that can well be fancied. Blond and pink, with
dove’s eyes and a gentle smile, he had an air of agreeable tenderness
and melancholy, and the most submissive and caressing manners.
But when all is said, he was not the man to lead armaments of war,
or direct the councils of a State.

A fortunate chance and some influence obtained for Harry, at
the time of his bereavement, the position of private secretary to
Major-General Sir Thomas Vandeleur, C. B. Sir Thomas was
a man of sixty, loud-spoken, boisterous, and domineering. For
some reason, some service the nature of which had been often
whispered and repeatedly denied, the Rajah of Kashgar had
presented this officer with the sixth known diamond of the world.
The gift transformed General Vandeleur from a poor into
a wealthy man, from an obscure and unpopular soldier into one
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I[TPUTOOA 3 KOPOBKOIO

O LICTHAALUATA POKIiB, Cliepuly B IpMBaTHIN LIKOI, a
IIOTIM B OTHOMY 3 TUX BEIMYHNX 3aK/Ia/liB, AKMMM TaK 110 IIPaBy
cmaBuTbca AHrid, Fappi Tapri 3o6yB 3BUYaiiHy Ha TOJ Yac
IPKeHT/IbMEHCbKY OCBiTy. Ta mOTiM BUABUB HAIIPOUYY[, BEUKY
3HEXITb 10 HaBYaHHS, a TI03asAK MaTy Jioro Oysa HafiToO MIABA i
HeOCBiYeHa, TOX XJIOIelb 0e3 MepellIKo MapHyBaB CBill Yac Ha
TOHUTBY 33 MOJOIO Ta iHIIMII Hik4yeMHMIT Api6’a3ok. Ille yepes
7IBa POKM BiH CTaB CMPOTOIO i MyCUB MaJlo He >keOpaTu Ha Ipo-
JKUTOK. Bady 71 HaBM4KM BiH MaB TakKi, 1[0 He TOOUBCA Hi A
AKOI poOOTH UM Ais/IbHOCTI. BMiB ciiBaTy pomaHcu i moTpoxy
HarpaBaTU Ha IiaHiHoO, o698 IpaTy B IIAXU i 6yB MUINN,
X04Y i HeCMINIMBUI KaBajiep, JapMa 110 Ipupoja MyCTUIa 1oro y
CBIT 3 HalYapiBHIIINM 06mY4YaM, sKe TIIBKM MOYKHA YABUTH.
binasuit i BUTOHYEHMIA, 3 JaTiZHUMU OYMMa i TaCKaBOIO yC-
MILIKOIO, BiH 3aBXXJ¥ 3[aBaBCA XKYP/AMBYM 1 HDKHUM, MaB MIJII,
nenikaTHi MaHepu. OfHe CTI0BO, KOMII BCe BXKe CKa3aHO, X/I0Mellb
He rOIUBCA Hi HOCUTY BiJICbKOBMII pUIITYHOK, Hi TOJIOByBaTH Ha
3acijaHHAX Jep>KaBHOI paju.
3aBAAKM 1ACIMBOMY BUIIAZIKOBI 11 MeBHill npoTekuil [appi,
OCMPOTIBIIN, IiCTaB ITOCAaZy 0COOMCTOrO CeKpeTaps TeHepas-Ma-
itopa cepa Tomaca Banpenepa, xaBanepa opaena Jlasui. Hlictae-
catupiyamii cep Tomac 6yB HOpPOBIVIBMIL i BJIa/{HMIL, JIOTO TYYHUI
rO7I0C JTYHOI O3MBaBCsA 10 KiMHarax. 3a AKich MOCIyry, Ipo xa-
paKTep AKMX YacTO HIENOTI/INCH, a IIOTIM He Pa3 CIIPOCTOBYBAJIN
Ti YyTKM, KaIITapChbKUIl pajpKa IOapyBaB IboMy odileposi
IIOCTUIA i3 YCTaBIeHUX Y CBiTi liaMaHTiB. [logapyHOK 3 He3aMOX-
HOTro reHepasa Banpenepa 3po6us 6Oararis, a 3 HeBiffoMoro i He
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of the lions of London society; the possessor of the Rajah’s
Diamond was welcome in the most exclusive circles; and he had
found a lady, young, beautiful, and well-born, who was willing to
call the diamond hers even at the price of marriage with Sir
Thomas Vandeleur. It was commonly said at the time that, as like
draws to like, one jewel had attracted another; certainly Lady
Vandeleur was not only a gem of the finest water in her own
person, but she showed herself to the world in a very costly
setting; and she was considered by many respectable authorities,
as one among the three or four best dressed women in England.

Harry’s duty as secretary was not particularly onerous; but he
had a dislike for all prolonged work; it gave him pain to ink his
fingers; and the charms of Lady Vandeleur and her toilettes drew
him often from the library to the boudoir. He had the prettiest
ways among women, could talk fashions with enjoyment, and was
never more happy than when criticising a shade of ribbon, or
running on an errand to the milliner’s. In short, Sir Thomas’s
correspondence fell into pitiful arrears, and my Lady had another
lady’s maid.

Atlast the General, who was one of the least patient of military
commanders, arose from his place in a violent access of passion,
and indicated to his secretary that he had no further need for his
services, with one of those explanatory gestures which are most
rarely employed between gentlemen. The door being unfortunately
open, Mr. Hartley fell downstairs head foremost.

He arose somewhat hurt and very deeply aggrieved. The life
in the General’s house precisely suited him; he moved, on a more
or less doubtful footing, in very genteel company, he did little, he
ate of the best, and he had a lukewarm satisfaction in the presence
of Lady Vandeleur, which, in his own heart, he dubbed by a more
emphatic name.

Immediately after he had been outraged by the military foot,
he hurried to the boudoir and recounted his sorrows.

“You know very well, my dear Harry,” replied Lady Vandeleur,
for she called him by name like a child or a domestic servant, “that
you never by any chance do what the General tells you. No more
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Iy>ke /06 I3HOTO CoMara — CIPaBXHbOTO CBITCHKOTO JIeBa:
BnacHMKa [liamanTa Pampki sanpolysany B HallBUIIYKaHiIIi KO-
J1a, 3HAVILIOB BiH c00i i1 APY>XMHY — MOJIOZLY, BPOJ/IUBY, IIUIAXET-
HOTO PORY, MaJjHy Ha3BaTH TOM JiaMaHT CBOIM HaBiTh KOIITOM
1106y 3 cepom Tomacom Banpenepom; Bci ToAi roMoHiny, 110
KOIITOBHiI KaMeHi IPUTATYIOTb O[IH OJHOTO: ajiKe Niefli Bangenep
He TiIbKM caMa Oy/Ia CaMOIBiTOM HaiT4MCTiIIOl BOKY, @ i 3’AB/IA-
JIaCh Y TOBAPMCTBI B HAMIKOIITOBHIILIN OIIPaBi, YMMaJIO TAMYIINX
JTIOfiell Ka3aslo, 110 BOHA HaJIOKNUTD [0 TYPTY OTUX TPbOX abo
YOTUPHOX XKIiHOK, 1110 HallKpallle BAATATbCA B AHITIIL.

CexpeTapcbki 0608’ a3ku lappi Oy HiOn it He Ty>Ke OOTK-
NMBi, ajle BiH Bij4yBaB 3HEXITb JJO BCAKOI TpUBaIoi poboTH, 3a-
MaCTUTH IaJIbLli YOPHUIOM — 3aBEeIMKNIL [JIsI HbOTO KIIOIIIT;
HATOMICTb 4ap i Tyaneru nefi Bangenep yacTo BUTATamm ioro 3
6i6mioTexu go 6ypyapa. lappi HaiT06’ A3HilIe TOBOAMBCA 3 XKiH-
KaM, 3a/1I00KM TepeBeHVB PO MOAY i OYB HailIaCMBIILNIL, KON
TpAIUI/Iacs Harofia MOKPUTUKYBATH BiITIHOK CTpiuky abo mobir-
TU 3 JOpy4eHHAM o MomucTku. OnHe c/10Bo, nanepu cepa Toma-
ca IpuUIajaI IOPOXOM, a Hallla Jiefii 3700Yy/1a Iie OffHY ITOKOIBKY.

3pelTor reHepasna, HaBiTh SIK Ha BiliCbKOBOI'O KOMaHJMpa
He BeJIbMU TePIUIAYOro, IPOpBalo, BiH MiIBiBCA 1 MOBiJOMUB
cexperaps, 10 B)ke He HOTpeOye J0ro MOCITYT, JOfaBILIN IO CBOIX
CJIiB ITOSICHIOBAJIDHUI JKECT, AKUI yKpal piZlKO BXXMBAETbCA MiXK
IDKeHT/IbMeHaMu. [IBepi, Ha >kaib, Oyiu BigunHeHi, i [appi cropy
TOJIOBOIO IIOJIETIB CXOlaMI BHI3.

ITigsiBca Tappi, Tpoxm 3aOMBIINCE i TAXKKO 3aCMYTUBIINC.
JKutta B renepanoBiM JoMi HaIpodyp, BiIIOBifao 0ro BIIO-
HOoOaHHAM: BiH, X04 i He y>Ke IEeBHO, ajie MiATaHI[bOBYBaB Y
IIVIIXeTHOMY TOBAapMCTBi, Maiie HiY0oro He pobuB, iB Hatmacimi
CTPpaBM i VPO TIIIMBCA MOXX/IMBICTIO 6yTM nopsp 3 neni Banpe-
niep, AKy B CBOEMY Ceplli HasuBaB HAMHDKHIIIMMU iMeHaMMU.

Biguysum Ha co6i rHiB odinepcpkoi Hory, [appi sakBanmscs
B Oyayap i po3IOBiB IIPO CBO€ HelJACT.

— JIro6mit lappi, — Bigmosina nexi Banpenep, 3Byun itoro Ha
iM’s1, MOB IMTUHY M XaTHBOTO CIIYTY, — BaM Jiy>ke Jo6pe Bizomo,
110 BV HIKO/IY Hi 3a IKMX 00CTaBJH He BUKOHYBAJIM TOTO, 10 BaM
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do I, you may say. But that is different. A woman can earn her
pardon for a good year of disobedience by a single adroit sub-
mission; and, besides, no one is married to his private secretary.
I shall be sorry to lose you; but since you cannot stay longer in
a house where you have been insulted, I shall wish you goodbye,
and I promise you to make the General smart for his behaviour”

Harry’s countenance fell; tears came into his eyes, and he
gazed on Lady Vandeleur with a tender reproach.

“My Lady,” said he, “what is an insult? I should think little
indeed of anyone who could not forgive them by the score. But to
leave one’s friends; to tear up the bonds of affection—”

He was unable to continue, for his emotion choked him, and
he began to weep.

Lady Vandeleur looked at him with a curious expression.

“This little fool,” she thought, “imagines himself to be in love
with me. Why should he not become my servant instead of the
General’s? He is good-natured, obliging, and understands dress;
and besides it will keep him out of mischief. He is positively too
pretty to be unattached.”

That night she talked over the General, who was already
somewhat ashamed of his vivacity; and Harry was transferred
to the feminine department, where his life was little short of
heavenly. He was always dressed with uncommon nicety, wore
delicate flowers in his button-hole, and could entertain a visitor
with tact and pleasantry. He took a pride in servility to a beautiful
woman; received Lady Vandeleur’s commands as so many marks
of favour; and was pleased to exhibit himself before other men,
who derided and despised him, in his character of male lady’s-
maid and man milliner. Nor could he think enough of his
existence from a moral point of view. Wickedness seemed to him
an essentially male attribute, and to pass one’s days with a delicate
woman, and principally occupied about trimmings, was to
inhabit an enchanted isle among the storms of life.

One fine morning he came into the drawing-room and began
to arrange some music on the top of the piano. Lady Vandeleur,
at the other end of the apartment, was speaking somewhat eagerly
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Ka3zaB reHepas. Bu, npaspa, 3ayBakuTe, 10 i A Taka cama. Ase
TYT iHIIa piu. 3a mimit pik HEMOCIyXy >KiHKa 3apoOUTh coOi
MpPOIIEHHSA, CKOPUBIINCH OMH Pa3 HaMCAYIIHIIOI MUTI, a T0-
IpyTe, HIXTO 5K He OfJPY>KYEThCA 3i CBOIM OCOOMCTIM CEKpeTapeM.
A cymyBaTMMy 3a BaMy, Ta OCKiZIbKM BJ BXKe HE MOXKETe 30CTa-
BaTICS B JIOMi, Jie Bac 00pas3min, s 314y BaM LACTA i 06iusio
BUYUTATV T€HEPAJIOBI 3a JIOT0 MOBEJIHKY.

lappi BTpaTuB caMOB/IajaHHS, 3 04eil IOMY 3aKallaay CIbO3M,
i BiH 3 arifHUM JOKOPOM IOAMBUBCA Ha efii Bangenep.

— ITaHi, — npokasas BiH, — 10 Ta 06pa3a? MeHe Mao 06-
XOJUTB, SIKIIO XTO 71 CIIPaBJii He MOYKe IPOCTUTY TaKOTO JIpi6’s3-
Ky, ajIe BTpaTUTH APY3iB, po3ipBaTy 3B’ A3KM IPUA3HL...

Iappi He mOKa3aB, 3aX/IMHYBIINCH HAAMIPOM IIOYYTTiB, 3ay-
IMIVBIIXCH PUSAHHAMN.

Jlepi Banpgenep 3 HikaBicTIo I/IAHyNIa Ha Hboro. «Llen nyp-
HIK, — JlyMajIla BOHa, — BTOBKMa4uB CO0i B TOJIOBY, IIJO 3aKOXa-
HUIT y MeHe. A YoM O JIOMy He CTaTy 3 FeHepaJoBOTO MOiM
cmy>kHUKoM? Bin go6puii, mo6’s13Huit, po3ymieTbes Ha yoopax;
KpiM TOT0, Ije TOPATYe Jioro 3 6iay. Bee >k BiH HaATO rapHEHbKUIL,
1006 J10r0 BifITycKaTm».

VYBedepi BOHa NOroBOpM/Ia 3 TeHepaioM, AKUI y>Ke TPOXU
COpOMUBCA CBOTO MUTTEBOTO IIa/IeHCTBa, i lappi nepesenn Ha
JKIHOYY IIOTIOBUHY, Jie II0Ya/I0CA [JIsl HbOTO CIIPAaBXKHE PAlOBaHHA.
BiH HaileeraHTHillle BAATaBCs, HOCUB Y ET/INLi BUITYKaHi KBiTH,
MIT TAaKTOBHO J1 JIF00 I3HO PO3BKUTY TOCTSL. Bin muimascs cBoim
CTy>XiHHAM BPOJIMBIIL XXiHLi, JOpy4YeHH: efi Bangenep 6ymu
omy HiOU 3HAKaMM NIPUXVIBHOCTI, JI0TO TIIIVJ/IO HaXBaJLATVICDH
nepes iHmyMy 40/I0BiKaMM, 10 3HEBAXK/IMBO ITy3yBaJIi 3 HbOTO,
CBOIM CTAaHOBUIIIEM Y TO IMOKOIBKM, Y TO MOAUCTKU. BiH He
3aMMC/TIOBaBCA HaJ OLIiHKOIO CBOTO iCHYBaHHS 3 IIOTJIALY MOPAJIi.
Heuecrs, Ha Jioro gyMKy, Oyau BIacTVBi caMuM 4O/IOBiKaM, a
IIPOBOJUTY CBOI [IHI 3 FapHEHDBKOIO XKiHKOIO i IepeiiMaTncs
37e6iMbIIOTO TiMBKM ii MPUKpacaMy — OIHAKOBO, 110 XUTU Ha
3a4apOBAaHOMY OCTPOBi, 3aXOBaBILVICH BiJ )KUTTEBUX OYP.

OpHoro panky Iappi 3aif110B 10 BiTasIbHi 1 TOYaB CTMXA Ha-
rpaBary Ha IiaHiHO. B gpyromy Kinui nmokoro nexi Banpgenep Tpo-
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